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FOREWORD FROM THE
CHAIRS
Dear GSSA Members,
2021 saw continued growth in the GSSA community, which
provided us with the opportunity to collaborate with
students and trainees across the country and around the
world. Given the personal and community challenges that
we have all faced during the past few years, GSSA
continues to critically reflect on our efforts in global
surgery research, advocacy, and education while also
working to expand our programming.
Virtual communication is now a staple of the global
surgery community, and this has provided an opportunity
for students and trainees to connect on a global scale. We
hosted numerous global surgery webinars for students
and trainees, including a series on applying to various
specialties with an interest in pursuing global surgery. We
also continued to host inclusive and accessible virtual
events, ranging from hackathons to our second annual
"Future of the OR" virtual networking event in partnership
with the American College of Surgeons Operation Giving
Back & Resident and Associate Society Global Surgery
Work Group, as well as InciSioN. We expanded the "Future
of the OR" event to include a Program Directors Fair,
giving students the opportunity to connect with general
surgery programs that offer a global surgery component
to training.

Additionally, we hosted our fifth annual GSSA Symposium
in collaboration with the University of Utah, centered
around building lasting relationships, partnerships, and
collaborations in global surgery. Local GSSA chapters also
used virtual programming to open events to students
across the network, reaching beyond just chapter
members.
We continued our critical reflection on our role in global
surgery throughout 2021. Our Equity Initiative became an
established part of our organization, providing a dedicated
space for reflection, learning, and discussion. As students
and trainees based in a high-income country, we recognize
that we have a unique opportunity to lobby our
government to allocate additional resources to global
surgery. GSSA joined the advocacy efforts surrounding a
dedicated USAID budget line item for neglected surgical
conditions, and we hope to continue to engage in similar
advocacy efforts going forward.
We start 2022 with enthusiasm, and we will continue to
further global surgery advocacy, education, and research
while centering a focus on equity and justice across all of
our work. We remain hopeful that these efforts will
positively impact not just the students and trainees we
serve, but also our patients and the broader community.

BLAKE HAUSER & ALLISON ROLLINS
2021 Co-Chairs, Global Surgery Student Alliance

VPs of Internal Affairs
Sierra Stingl
Lydia Kersh
Regional Representatives
Central-Chance Fox
Mid-Atlantic-Sarah Rapaport
Northeast-Sarah Nuss
South-Alexa Denton
West-Joshua Webb
Undergrad-Isha Gondi
Dental-Jack Harris

THE 2021 NATIONAL TEAM
VPs of Research
Shahyan Rehman
Connor Peck
Liza Hill

VPs of Residents/Trainees
Ashley Rosenberg
Megan Still
Myles Dworkin
Kara Faktor

VPs of Education
Nensi Ruzgar
S. Akila Ali
B'lane Daly
VPs of Advocacy
Kristin Cardiel Nunez
Tara Ahmadi
Caroline Wright
Mihai Dumbrava
VPs of Finance
Xavier Candela
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OUR CURRENT STATE
GSSA MEMBERSHIP IN 2021
SOUTH REGION
MID-ATLANTIC REGION
NORTHEAST REGION
WEST REGION
CENTRAL REGION
UNDERGRADUATE

GSSA, was, like the rest of the world,
heavily affected by COVID-19, and it
was demonstrated through
membership and chapter activity.
While we gained 9 new chapters over
the year, we saw a 20.1% drop in
chapter involvement in 2021. We
currently have 65 medical school
chapters and 8 undergraduate
chapters. In 2021, we estimate there
were over 76 events held by local
MEDICAL SCHOOL
UNDERGRADUATE CHAPTER
DENTAL SCHOOL

chapters ranging from guest speakers
to journal discussions, to suturing
workshops and more.
**Data was sourced from an internal survey, of all
76, 50 chapters responded (65.8%).

www.globalsurgerystudents.org

Twitter: @gsurgstudents
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GSSA CHAPTER
ADVISORS
Specializations of GSSA Faculty Advisors
ENT
5%

Non-surgical
7.5%

Plastic Surgery
15%

General Surgery
30%

Pediatric Surgery
17.5%

Trauma/Acute Care Surgery
12.5%

Cardiothoracic
5%

In 2021, nearly 23 faculty advisors, worked with chapter leadership, and represented 11
specialties. The most common specialty represented was General Surgery, followed by
Pediatric Surgery and Trauma & Acute Care Surgery.
GSSA chapter advisors are invited by GSSA chapter leaders to become a part of the
national organization and as such, can act as a resource for trainees at any institution,
including institutions that are just working to develop their global surgery presence.
Further, GSSA chapter advisors are key contacts for guiding interested students in
organizing regional and national global surgery events.

www.globalsurgerystudents.org

Twitter: @gsurgstudents
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COVID IMPACTS ON
CHAPTERS
NUMBER OF MEMBERS, BY CHAPTER

EVENTS PER SEMESTER, BY CHAPTER
5+
2.1%

61-100
4.3%

41-60
19.1%

5-10
27.7%

3-4
27.7%

1-2
70.2%

21-40
25.5%

11-20
23.4%

In 2021, our chapters faced continued challenges with the COVID-19 pandemic. Students
faced interruptions to their schedules and gaps in their training. However, students
embraced a hybrid virtual/in-person format and continued to engage their members in
innovative ways. All of our chapters had at least 1-2 events per semester.

2021 EVENT TYPES
Welcome/Intro Meeting
Guest Speakers
Journal Discussions
Research Event
Networking Event
Suturing Workshop
Other Events
0

www.globalsurgerystudents.org

10

20

Twitter: @gsurgstudents
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MOVING TOWARD
EQUITY
FORMING THE EQUITY
INITIATIVE

In response to past years events, many
medical schools across the country have
faced their own histories of racism and
inequity. Even so, GSSA recognized a need
for students to engage with, reflect upon,
and educate each other about issues
surrounding equity in the global surgery
field. During this past two years, the
chapter leaders and national team
members put on events that were
geared to help students around the
country engage and question their own
views on and surrounding Global Surgery
and traveling abroad to assist in such
programs.

GSSA Equity Initiative Curriculum:
After many session of Global Equity Initiative
workshops, many students expressed
interest in a curriculum where they could
receive credit and or recognition for their
efforts in educating themselves on how to
be equitable in both their practices local
and abroad. The National Team at GSSA
heard and considered students requests,
and has created a group of national team
members to facilitate and develop the
Equity Initiative Curriculum, where students
can learn at their own pace, and receive
recognition from GSSA for doing so. We are
excited to launch the curriculum in 2022.
www.globalsurgerystudents.org

2021 EQUITY INITIATIVE
WORKSHOPS:
Breaking with Tradition in Global
Surgery Research | April 2021
During this workshop students discussed
how power dynamics and colonialism

have influenced the research agenda,
research funding, and academic

promotions in global health research.

Gaps in Surgical Access | March 2021
During this workshop students identified
disparities existing in rural surgery
(domestic vs international).

Medical Students’ Role in Global
Surgery | May 2021
During this workshop, students discussed
and reflected upon the challenges of

medical student participation in global
surgery and impact on local

communities. During this discussion

medical students debated about how

they can advocate for just and equitable
practices.

Twitter: @gsurgstudents
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A YEAR IN REVIEW
GSSA Highlights from 2021
GLOBAL SURGERY IN THE AGE OF
COVID-19

THE 5TH ANNUAL GLOBAL SURGERY
SYMPOSIUM (VIRTUAL)-UNIVERSITY OF
UTAH SCHOOL OF MEDICINE AND
GSSA
WOMEN IN GLOBAL SURGERY BY THE
PENN GLOBAL SURGERY GROUP

COMPREHENSIVE APPROACH TO ROAD
TRAFFIC INJURIES: FROM PREVENTION
TO TRAUMA CARE
www.globalsurgerystudents.org

Twitter: @gsurgstudents
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THE 2021 NATIONAL
GSSA SYMPOSIUM
by the University of Utah, School of Medicine
In March 2021, the University of Utah held the 5th Annual
National Global Surgery Student Alliance Symposium. With a
rising number of COVID-19 cases across the country, the
conference was continued in a virtual live-stream format.
It was themed “Building Lasting Relationships: Education,
Innovation, and Collaboration” and brought together leaders
within global surgery who delivered their expertises on how to
best create South-South partnerships and lessons learned in
partnerships

regarding

global

health.

Keynote

speakers

included Dr. Nobhojit Roy, Tamara Fitzgerald, and Andres
Fernando Dominguez Calero.

www.globalsurgerystudents.org

Twitter: @gsurgstudents
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THE FUTURE OF THE OR
2021
The Global Surgery Student Alliance, InciSioN Global, and the Resident and
Associate Society of the American College of Surgeons Global Surgery
Workgroup (RAS-ACS GSWG) all partnered with the American College of
Surgeons (ACS) Operation Giving Back to host our second annual virtual
"Future of the OR" event. This event provides an opportunity for students and
trainees interested in global surgery to engage in panel discussions with
experts across a range of topics, including surgical capacity,
advocacy/policy, education, research, equity/ethics, careers in global
surgery, and humanitariant efforts. Additionally, we hosted the first annual
Program Directors Fair, which allowed students to hear from and connect
with U.S. general surgery program directors with global surgery components
to their residencies. This coincided with the launch of the GSSA Residency
Database, which we hope to expand to other specialties in the future.

Surgical Capacity
Dr. Kathryn Chu
Dr. Walt Johnson
Dr. Katayoun Madani

Research
Dr. Dhruv Ghosh
Dr. Sarah Greenberg
Dr. Parisa Fallah
Allison Rollins

Advocacy and Policy
Dr. Bisola Onajin-Obembe
Dr. Kee Park
Dr. Issy Marks
Leticia Campos

Equity and Ethics
Margaret Tarpley
Dr. Nia Zalamea
Dr. Barabas Alayande
Dr. Rohini Dutta

Careers in Global Surgery
Dr. Rachel Davis
Dr. Barclay Stewart
Dr. Kajal Mehta

Education
Dr. Felipe Cabrera
Dr. Edgar Rodas
Dr. Megan Vu
Nensi Ruzgar

Humanitarian Efforts
Dr. Ammar Darwish
Dr. Tamara Whorlton
Dr. Jean Wilguens Lartigue

A YEAR IN REVIEW

PAGE 11

A YEAR IN REVIEW
GSSA National Team
Journal Clubs
This year we hosted the first official “GSSA journal clubs” and had many
successful events:
“Viewpoints, Letters, and Correspondence” with Dr. Dominique
Vervoort
A discussion of “Global Surgery 2030: evidence and solutions for
acheiving health, welfare, and economic development” with Dr. Mark
Shrime
“Globalization of national surgical, obstetric and aesthesia plans: the
critical link between health policy and action in global surgery” with
Dr. Paul Truche and Dr. Kee Park
“Global Surgery Pro-Con Debate: A Pathway to Bilateral Academic
Success or the Bold New Face of Colonialism?“ co-hosted by the FIU
GSSA Chapter and attended by several of the paper’s primary authors
"Global Surgery Fellowships - An Investigation of Opportunities,
Outcomes, and Applicants" by Davison et al. and hosted John Dutton,
MD who is an Operation Smile Global Surgery fellow and a General
Surgery resident at Rutgers-RWJMS.

www.globalsurgerystudents.org

Twitter: @gsurgstudents
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Webinars
CUGH 2021 Virtual Conference: Addressing Critical Gaps
in Global Health and Development
Global Surgery in the Age of Covid
GASOC Leadership Symposium
RCSI Institute of Global Surgery Launch
Global Health Forum Speaker Series
Comprehensive Approach to Road Traffic Injuries: From
Prevention to Trauma Care
Run for Global Surgery
GSSA Education Bootcamp
GSSA Education Bookclub
InciSioN Global Surgery Symposium 2021 (IGSS2021)
www.globalsurgerystudents.org
Twitter: @gsurgstudents
www.globalsurgerystudents.org
Twitter: @gsurgstudents
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Chapter Events
ACCESS Symposium was lead by Virginia Commonwealth University
School of Medicine GSSA Chapter.
Women in Global Surgery event was lead by the Perelman School of
Medicine at the University of Pennsylvania Global Surgery Group.
The Warren Alpert Medical School of Brown University General Surgical
Society hosted a webinar on Surgery and the Social Determinants of
Health.
Wayne State University School of Medicine GSSA chapter hosted an
event on Neurosurgery in Low-Resource Settings: from Mission to
Sustainability.
Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine's Global Surgery Group
hosted a Journal Club Meeting-African Female Genital Surgery.
Emory University School of Medicine GSSA chapter hosted a symposium
addressing the topic of Pre-operative Health Alliance.

www.globalsurgerystudents.org
Twitter: @gsurgstudents
www.globalsurgerystudents.org
Twitter: @gsurgstudents
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Events by Region
This past year GSSA has expanded to include both Undergraduate and Dental Institutions!

Dental Chapters
This past year we selected a new Dental lead, and since then we have gained three
more institutions that have joined in the GSSA National Agenda!
Publications
"The Need for Global Surgery Education in the United States Oral and
Maxillofacial Surgery Training Pipeline"
Jack A. Harris, BS, Nicole A. Beck, MBA, R. John Tannyhill, DDS, MD, Salim Afshar,
DMD, MD, FACS
Published:May 19, 2021DOI:https://doi.org/10.1016/j.joms.2021.04.034
Events
Consultants in oral and maxillofacial Surgery Global Surgery Day Event with Dr.
Salim Afshar and Dr. Shahid Aziz - May 27th, 2021
Seventeen new dental chapters have begun the process of developing their GSSA
Chapters, three of which have become official! This year we also created a Dental
Chapter Development Toolkit with personalized presentation for chapters, which will
help new chapters establish themselves at their respective institutions.

www.globalsurgerystudents.org

Twitter: @gsurgstudents
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Events by Region

Undergraduate Chapters
This past year, the undergraduate chapters held a Hackathon on February 26th and 27th. There was a total
of fifty students that attended.
Events
Baylor and Harvard University hosted an event where students across the country join one another to tackle
real-world global surgery problems. Field experts help mentor and judge the solutions while also providing
the opportunity for students to network and work with other students who are passionate about global
surgery.
Programs:
Pre-medical - Medical Student Mentorship Program
This program was created to provide a national mentorship program for Pre-Med students to
connect with current medical students.

www.globalsurgerystudents.org

Twitter: @gsurgstudents
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Region by Region

Central
Adding new chapters
Virtual speaker and panel events hosted by
chapters in region
Journal clubs

Northeast
Northeast Regional Hackathon Virtual event co-hosted
by Sackler School of Medicine and Columbia Vallegos
Physicians and Surgeons

West
South

West Coast Hackathon
GSSA annual symposium hosted virtually at
UCSF - chosen as 2022 host
Continued addition of new chapters

Annual Florida Regional Hackathon in February 5, 2022
Added new chapters
www.globalsurgerystudents.org

Twitter: @gsurgstudents
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OUTREACH
GSSA Newsletter
Since 2017, GSSA has been putting together quarterly newsletters to highlight
some of the global surgery and Ob/Gyn projects that have been done worldwide.
Each issue includes interviews with global surgeons, member submissions,
chapter spotlight as well as film and book recommendations. Subscribers receive
newsletters via email. Previous issues are available online here.

GSSA Bulletin
GSSA has a bi-weekly bulletin, where the subscribers can find updated
information on upcoming events, GSSA announcements, available opportunities,
common links, social media and submissions. Since summer 2020, new sections
have been added to the bi-weekly bulletins on social justice/ Black Lives Matter
and medical education. Subscribers receive the bulletins via e-mail.

NATIONAL TEAM UPDATES
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SOCIAL MEDIA
PRESENCE
The Global Surgery Student Alliance (GSSA) has developed a strong social
media presence for engaging with our organization members, as well as the
broader global surgery community both nationally and internationally. We
hold active accounts on Twitter, Instagram, and Facebook. Our most
interactive account is Twitter, where we have more than 5,000 followers and
are growing every day. We primarily use our social media platform to educate
our followers about the goals of global surgery, as well as elevating the voices
of advocates from the global surgery community. For the past few years, we
have used the account to organize a series of educational events about
residency programs and career planning on global surgery, which have been
successful in recruiting an audience of students, trainees, and doctors from
across the world. Our future plans for growing our social media presence are
focused on designing advocacy campaigns centered around different causes
in global surgery.

www.globalsurgerystudents.org

Twitter: @gsurgstudents

NATIONAL TEAM UPDATES
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THE WEBSITE
Our website, globalsurgerystudents.org, has been connecting students with
an interest in global surgery to the GSSA since 2016. In the past year, we have
created new pages to enable continuous access to educational materials,
including webinar series, educational materials, and advocacy campaigns, and
social justice initiatives. Additionally, we continuously update our calendar of
events to keep students and trainees aware of upcoming opportunities. Lastly,
we continue to update the overall style of the website interface to promote
ease of use. With these new resources and updates, the website has seen
unprecedented increases in overall traffic, form submissions, and contact
with GSSA leadership. Our future plans to improve the website include a
survey of GSSA members to better understand which content is most useful
and most desired and an enhanced calendar interface to showcase both
nationally organized and chapter-hosted GSSA events.

www.globalsurgerystudents.org

Twitter: @gsurgstudents

NATIONAL TEAM UPDATES
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USAID Campaign
In 2021, Congress approved the inclusion of language supporting funding
in the State, Foreign Operations, and Related Programs (SFOPS)
Appropriations for USAID to support efforts against neglected surgical
conditions and for strengthening surgical systems in low-resource settings.
In response, GSSA launched an advocacy campaign to have a dollar
amount attached to that language in 2022. GSSA members contacted their
representatives with personalized letters and took to social media to
encourage their own networks to support this goal. Together, we
advocated for $100 million in funding allocated to these global surgery
objectives by utilizing the powerful voice of students and trainees in our
communities. Find more information about this campaign on our website
at https://www.globalsurgerystudents.org/usaid.

www.globalsurgerystudents.org

Twitter: @gsurgstudents
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EDUCATION
We launched the Education Committee this year and were able to incorporate a fresh group of interested,
passionate voices in global surgery. A few of our new programs, such as the Book Club and Bootcamp are the
brainchild of our innovative and involved committee members.
Shortly after Match2021, we had two MS4s, who matched into OBGYN and ENT, host a panel regarding the
match process. Panelists were actively involved in GSSA and educated participants on how to incorporate
global surgery endeavors and interests in the residency application process.

Working with GSSA Research and Advocacy, GSSA Education hosted our first ever Global Surgery Bootcamp.
We had a good proportion of residents vs medical students and domestic vs international participants.
Participants were able to take part in large- and small-group sessions in a variety of topics related to gaining
exposure to global surgery.
We continued refining a Policy document that outlines the importance of global surgery education for
medical students to help students advocate for global surgery education at their home institutions. We also
continued working on the final sessions of our Global Surgery Curriculum. The first batch of lectures in the
curriculum is already published and listed on GSSA’s website, with more exciting topics currently being
produced.
We started working on the Research Curriculum with the GSSA Research team. This Global Surgery
Research curriculum will be a free resource for students and trainees involved in and interested in global
surgery research. We hope to highlight important ethical issues in research, such as equity, parachuting
along with methodology and statistical analytics.

www.globalsurgerystudents.org

Twitter: @gsurgstudents
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Collaborative Projects and Research: The research team has worked on multiple
projects with students in the US and abroad - most notably the ISOMERS
(International Survey Of Medical students Exposure to Relevant global Surgery)
study, led by Incision, in which the GSSA research team served as the
coordinating body for the US working group.
For ISOMERS, we provided feedback on survey design, coordinated survey
dissemination with chapter leaders and will provide feedback/edits on the
manuscript prepared by InciSioN leadership
The research team has submitted an umbrella IRB to the University of Utah for
approval for a GSSA-led research study to be performed in 2021 that will assess
distribution, involvement, and student motivations for engagement in global
surgery
For the annual symposium the research team has helped to review and accept
abstracts for the event. They have also completed a national medical student
survey that reached more than 800 students from more than 40 different
medical schools in the US, and are currently working on drafting the manuscript
for future publication. The team has also added to the Database and Toolkits that
GSSA provides for its members.

www.globalsurgerystudents.org

Twitter: @gsurgstudents
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RESIDENTS AND
TRAINEES
The residency team has worked on multiple projects during 2020. Their
focus has been working towards the development of a database of global
surgery opportunities in residency to be made available publicly. A survey
was created with IRB approval. The survey was accepted to be
disseminated through the Association of Program Directors for General
Surgery service. The survey was distributed to program directors Spring
2021 and the database creation is in progress. A database of virtual
communication boards for different countries was developed and piloted.
With COVID-19 there was limited success, and the project will be further
discussed when travel is more available. The database of
students/faculty/residents participating in global surgery was updated.
Several virtual programs were held discussing the Ethics of Global Surgery,
Global Neurosurgery and Global Pediatric Surgery. A third VP residents
was added to the team in 2020.

www.globalsurgerystudents.org

Twitter: @gsurgstudents
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HOW TO GET
INVOLVED
We are always looking for US schools interested in building a chapter
at undergraduate institutions, medical and dental schools. See our
current chapters here. Reach out to globalsurgerystudents@gmail.com
if you are interested in starting a chapter & for access to our building a
chapter toolkit!
Also check out our other resources available here:
Learn more about global surgery with our YouTube videos,
Webinars & Education Curriculum Series
Get ideas in Our Toolkits
See our list of Global Surgery Articles
Keep up to date with our News & Events
Follow us on social media:
Facebook, Twitter, & Instagram

